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4

th
 September 2019           Reception - Y6 

 
Dear Parent / Carer          
 
May I extend a warm welcome back from all of the staff and governors after the Summer break. The children all 
look very smart in their uniforms and have begun to settle back in well, catching up with their friends and 
learning new routines.  
 
Staff have already been busy beginning to organise dates / events for the coming term. A list of these will be 
sent home by the end of the week and displayed on the school website. 
 
We have welcomed two new members of staff to Barker’s Lane, Mrs Katherine Langford, class teacher in Dosbarth 
Tegid (Reception) and Miss Connie Brunskill, class teacher in Dosbarth Brecon (Bl.3).  
 
Golden Rules, Attitudes & Conduct 

Staff and children will be busy familiarising themselves with our golden rules and how these relate to 
how we conduct ourselves at school and in everyday life.  
 

 Be ready 
 Be respectful 
 Keep everyone safe 

  
We have been continuing to talk about important qualities, values and expectations like good manners and 
relating these to our new golden rules, being a good role-model and good citizens. When selecting individual 
children, groups or teams to represent the school at community and / or sporting events, lots of these things are 
taken into account as part of our criteria alongside for example, singing, performance or sporting skills. We will 
also be continuing to ensure children are aware of this throughout the year. 
 
Seesaw 
By Monday 9th September all classes will have invited parents to join Seesaw for this year. 
This is a free app / website where photographs / videos / examples of your child’s work and photographs of 
schools visits / events will be posted for you to see. Teachers will also be using this at times in class to give 
verbal feedback to the children about their work, helping them to respond to this and improve it. 
If you were using this last year, you will receive instructions from Seesaw about how to download your child’s 
work / pictures on to a PC or laptop if you wish to save / archive it. There is time limit for this so if you wish to 
save things from last year please keep an eye out for the email over the next couple of days and do so as soon 
as possible. 
  
Attendance 
At Barker’s Lane we pride ourselves on our overall high level of attendance and excellent punctuality.  
A reminder that the policy of the governing body states that ‘school strongly discourages children being released 
during term-time for holidays believing that holidays within the 13 weeks are possible.  However it is accepted 
that in rare or exceptional circumstances this is unavoidable due to parents’ own work commitments.  In such 
cases the Head Teacher is only legally able to authorise a maximum of 10 school days absence.’ 
 
‘Any such authorisation is at their discretion and not an absolute right.  Any absence in excess of this is 
automatically unauthorised and may instigate a referral to the Local Authority Attendance Officer or Educational 
Social Worker. The Local Authority can issue Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) for unauthorised absence, which 
also includes persistent lateness. Further information about this is available on the school website, under 
attendance in the Parent Information section.’ 
 
When making a decision about authorising leave the following are considered: 
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 The child’s general attendance / punctuality record (expected to be in excess of 95%); 

 The number of similar requests within the year; 

 The time of year that the child will be absent (e.g. leave at the start of the school year or when national 
tests are taking place are very unlikely to be met). 

 
Any application using the form on the school website should be made six weeks prior to the dates 
requested and a clear reason for the request needs to be made, ‘holiday / going away’ is not sufficient. 
 
Over the last couple of years we received a number of requests, where family members had arranged surprise / 
last minute holidays for the children or families requesting second absences in a school year; could we please 
ask you to make your families aware of the legal requirement for children wherever possible to be in 
attendance for 195 days. 
 
We understand the difficulties this brings but where possible non urgent medical appointments should also be 
made out of school hours. For information in case it affects collection / drop off, we have made a slight tweak to 
our lunch start and end times to balance our day with lunch now at 11.40am-12.35pm. 
 
A reminder also that school officially starts at 8.55am, anyone arriving after this time and entering  
through the foyer is late – poor punctuality is very disruptive and affects learning. We appreciate that  
very, very occasionally something can disrupt a morning routine resulting in arriving late but arriving  
late even once a week is not acceptable. These minutes add up and it is the child’s learning time  
(and often the learning of others in the class) that is disrupted and lost, therefore unacceptable.  
We appreciate your support with this. 
 

Please be aware that when children are persistently late for school or are collected late on a regular 
basis that this can become a safeguarding concern and trigger procedures in relation to this. 
 
Morning / Hometime Arrangements 
Infant children should always be collected by a responsible adult, please let the classteacher know wherever 
possible when someone other than the person who usually collects your child from school is picking them up.  
 
Each infant class release children at hometime from their own classroom door. Please do not worry if your child 
is in Dosbarth Vyrnwy (Bl.2) and you need a couple of extra minutes to walk around the building after picking up 
from Dosbarth Tegid or Dinas (Reception or Bl.1). Miss Taylor will only release the children at hometime to the 
adult collecting them and will know which children have younger brothers and sisters as she gets to know the 
class. 
 
Y3 children come out of their classroom door and the rest of the juniors come out of the junior cloakroom door. 
Thank you for continuing to wait on the yard and avoiding the school car park. 
 
Please ensure that when you are waiting with infant children for older siblings that they are fully 
supervised at all times by yourselves. Please ensure that they do not use equipment and avoid the Y3 
grassed area outside the classroom windows. We would also be grateful if this could be shared with 
grandparents / other adults who collect your child from school. Thank you. 
 
Junior children may still walk home unaccompanied; written permission is required for Y3 and 4 pupils to do so. 
Y3&4 parents need to please complete the form which will be sent home and return to school indicating whether 
you wish your child to walk home. Diolch. 
 
A reminder that children should not be on the school premises before 8.40am unless they are going to Club / 
Free Breakfast and that before and after school children should be supervised at all times, ensuring that they do 
not use the equipment that is set up for classes.  
 
May I take this opportunity to also remind parents that the school grounds and near to the school gate are a no 
smoking area (which includes e-cigarettes) and dogs are not permitted within the school grounds.  
 

Once again we had a few serious incidents with parking again last year, particularly with cars parking 
near the junction and on the pavement / red patch. We also received complaints from local residents 
about cars parking over driveways. Please let Mr Hill have the registration numbers of any cars who are 
posing a risk to the children. This is very frustrating and worrying for the vast majority of parents who 
consider the safety of others and respect our neighbours, please be reassured that offenders are 
reported to the police by Mr Hill.  
 



Wraparound Care – Before & After School Club 
If you require a place in club before / after school, please ensure that you have booked and paid for the place 
by 9am on Friday of the week before to enable Mrs Brand to ensure that adequate staffing is arranged.  
 
Uniform  
The children are encouraged to look after and wear their uniform with pride, hopefully still looking as smart at the 
end of term as they have today. A reminder about uniform that a school tie should also be worn if your child is 
wearing a white shirt / blouse. Ties are available from RAM our uniform supplier. Ties do not need to be worn 
with polo shirts. A reminder about uniform is that socks / tights should be dark coloured e.g. grey, black or navy, 
or white with dark coloured shoes. No brightly coloured tights / any trainers please. 
 
Lots of children have also come back to school with smart new haircuts. We appreciate your support in avoiding 
extreme cuts / styles during term time. Long hair should be tied back at all times. If wearing a headband, this 
should be fairly plain please, checked school colours are also permitted. No large bows or headbands with 
large motifs / flowers / decorations please. 
 
Online Payments 
The vast majority of families have been using this system for a couple of years which has significantly reduced 
the amount of cash that admin staff have to deal with. We would like to become a cashless school as far as 
possible this year for safety, security and efficiency purposes. If you haven’t tried the online system, 
we’d be grateful if you would have a look at this in the near future.  Although we are able to still take cash, 
online payments is our preferred method of payment. Please do not hand monies to school staff at the door. 
Monetary payments need to be placed in the box in the foyer. 
If you need a reminder about your unique pin number and how to access the system, please speak to Mr Hill or 
Mrs Bayley in the school office. 
 
Healthy School & Free Breakfast 

 Free Breakfast Club continues to be well attended. Children can be dropped off at the infant cloakroom door 
between 8.15am and 8.30am. (After this no child should be on the school premises unaccompanied by an 
adult until 8.40am).  A range of cereals, toast with butter and / or jam, fresh fruit, milk and water will be on 
offer every day. They can have all of these items or choose a selection. All products are nut free and Mrs 
Harrison can cater for other dietary needs. Please speak to Mrs Harrison, school cook if your child has any 
specific dietary requirements. 
It is essential that your child is booked in for free breakfast by 9am on Friday of the week before to ensure 
we have the correct staffing ratios and Mrs Harrison, school cook has enough supplies. Booking forms are 
available on the website, from Mr Hill or from Club. Morning club will be open from 7.45am each morning if 
you wish to drop off any earlier. 

 We are again able to offer a healthy fruit snack every breaktime. We are able to maintain the cost this year at  
£8 per half term or a discounted rate of £42 for the whole school year. The fruit is of a very nice quality and 
will hopefully agree this continues to be excellent value for money aside from the obvious health benefits.  
Please use the online payment system or send monies into school in a labelled envelope if you wish  
your child to have a fruit snack by Friday 13

th
 September.  

 In the juniors only, if you choose to provide your child with a snack for break time, they need to bring a piece 
of fruit / vegetables each day. No artificial fruits snacks / products, sugary cereal bars, chocolate bars, 
biscuits, sweets or crisps please for morning break.  
We will also be trialling a junior fruit tuck shop over the next couple of weeks for Y4-6 pupils. This will be run 
by the children in turn and offer an opportunity for pupils to buy a piece of fruit for snack on whichever days 
they choose. Please do not worry if you have already paid for the year, more information will be sent home 
about how the tuck shop will be organised. 

 Children have access to their water bottle throughout the day; please remind your child to bring their bottle 
filled with fresh water only each day. (No juice / flavoured water please) 

 Schools Meals Service - Meals are designed by a nutritionist and are healthy and balanced, Mrs Harrison, our 
school cook is always happy to talk to parents about school meals / any special dietary requirements. The 
cost of a school meal is £2.40 per day (£12.00 per week respectively). The Local Authority expect school 
meals to be paid in advance, please ensure online payments are made by 9am on Monday morning or 
send monies on a Monday for the week / days your child is having dinners. If you wish to pay on a 
Friday, the only way we can accept this is by you paying in advance for the following week. WCBC 
policy does not allow for accounts to become in debt even for a few days. Many families pay for a month / half 
term which Miss Robinson is more than happy to organise. (If your child is absent monies for that day are 
credited to their account.) 

 Healthy Lunch Boxes – a healthy balanced diet in childhood helps children to grow well and protect against 
chronic diseases. The Food Standards Agency recommends everyday packed lunches contain at least: 1 
portion of fruit or veg 



1 portion of dairy eg. cheese or yoghurt 
1 portion of protein eg. meat, fish or other source  
1 portion of starchy food eg. bread, pasta, rice 

By limiting the crisps / biscuit snacks and sugary drinks your child has for lunch during the week you will be 
helping to reduce their salt and sugar intake. We ask for your support with including only one chocolate 
biscuit with other items in lunchboxes please, no chocolate bars / sweets please. Advice we have been 
given recommends that savoury snacks e.g. crisps and meat products e.g. sausage rolls / pies are only 
included in lunchboxes very occasionally. 

 Birthday cake – occasionally we are asked if children can bring birthday cake into school. Although we 
discourage this, we will distribute this at the end of school day, if the cake is cut and bagged or small bags are 
sent in with the cake. This then gives all parents the option to decide whether they wish their child to have the 
cake and protects children who can have severe reactions. (Where party invitations are sent in to school for 
distribution with infant children, these will be put into book bags to go home on a Friday.) 

 
Local Authority Proposals to Increase the Size of Barker’s Lane 
You will be aware from communications before the holiday that the Local Authority are proceeding with 
proposals to gradually increase capacity at Barker’s Lane starting with Nursery and Reception next year. A 
decision notice about this is published on the documents section of the school website. 
At present we do not have any further information, but as with previous communications will share these with 
parents as soon as we do.  
 
Home-School Communication 
Mr Hill will shortly be sending out our annual data sheets for you to check and make any updates to your child’s 
records. Please ensure we have three emergency contacts and your most up-to-date mobile telephone number. 
Many thanks. 
 
We will also be continuing to send most of our communications via email this year after the positive  
feedback we have received. This has helped us make savings both in admin time and paper / copier 
consumption. 
This letter has been published on the school app and sent home as an email to all of the addresses that 
we have on the database. Please check and let Mr Hill know if you have not received it to ensure that this 
can be rectified. We don’t want you to miss out finding out about events and important information. 
 
If you have not already done so, please download the free school app from the website 
www.barkerslaneprimary.co.uk to ensure that you receive up to date information.  
 
PTA & Volunteers 
The PTA are a group of parents and staff who raise fabulous amounts of money for school. New members are 
always welcome. We will shortly be sending home information about the work of the PTA and a date for the first 
meeting of this year. Please look out for this and come along and support the group. 
 
The PTA have already begun organising one of their big fund raising events for this year – Pamper & Shopping 
Evening at The Grosvenor Hotel, Pulford on Wednesday 13

th
 November 7pm. Tickets and more information will 

be sent home when they become available. In the meantime if you are a small business or know of anyone who 
would like to represent themselves at the Christmas themed event (health, beauty, hair, jewellery, fragrance, 
candles, artisan foods, arts and crafts), please email school on mailbox@barkerslane-pri.wrexham.sch.uk with 
contact details and any questions that you have which can be passed to the relevant members who are 
organising the event by Monday 16

th
 September. 

 
We also have a small number of dedicated volunteers who come into school on a weekly basis. We welcome 
parents / grandparents to share their skills in school to support the curriculum, or to help with visits / trips. We 
are particularly looking for support with gardening and ICT in addition to other curriculum areas this year.  
All volunteers need a DBS check, therefore if you would like to volunteer please complete a form available from 
the school office as soon as possible. 
 
We look forward to strengthening our continued partnership with families and the local community in the coming 
year. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Mrs C Edwards 
Headteacher / Pennaeth 
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